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of Gol to his Glory, Ke, 2 80 5 

of your own Immor 
'Tis Religion only, . ear. S which ca can car- 
ry you fafe through this Valley af Tears, and. 
can at Jait advance Ibu. into that Place where all 
ears ſhall be wip d from your Eyes. Tis this 
aloe which will make; you the Loye of Men 
and Angels, nay, and what is infinitely, more 
valuable of God elf. In ſine, It is this 
alone which can make this preſent Life eaſy and 


A2 Pleaſant, 


The E viſtle Dedicatory. 


pleaſing and ſecure you from eternal N 
in a Life after this. Es AY 
Let Religion therefore, Dear Sir, be your 
firſt. and early Care, that ſo you may be wiſe 
betimes, and avoid thoſe Follies which too 
commonly attend the young Gentlemen o this 
Age. You are juſt now entering upon that vaſk 
Stage the World; you have Good and Exil ſet 
before you, and the Eyes of all Men are upon 
you, to ſee what manner of Choice von wil! 
make. © Your preſent and future  Hyppines i is 
at ſtake, and therefore jt tughly concerns you. 
to make ſuch a Choice * _— may! never here 
after have Cauſe to repent ol. 3 
Lou have had the Adyantage of a Sober 4 
Religions Education from your very Cradle, 
and the Examples of as good Parents as ever a- 
ny Child was bleft with. Your deceas'd Fa- 
ther, whoſe Memory will live as long as Piety 
and Virtue are Sacred here on Earth, was an ö 
admirable Pattern of | unblemiſh'd Goodneſs: 
And your Excellent Mother is ſtill, God be 
thanked, a Living Pattern of all chat is Virtu- 
ous and Praiſe-worthy. | 
What then will you be able to ſay for your 
ſelf, if you degenerate from ſuch worthy Proge- 
nitors ? What Excuſes will you be able to make 
even to this World, if you deceive their Ex- 
ben by W N the N Son o 
TW 0 
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Te ch Incomparable Parents? But, alas! 


there is ſtill a Queſtion which is infinitely more 
weighty, and that is, What will you be able to 
plead for your ſelf at the great Day of judg- 
ment, if you have behav d your ſelf ſo wickedly 
here, that even your Father and Mother muſt 
riſe up and condemn you? . _ ; 
But I am perſuaded better Wade of you, 
N my ſelf leave to think you will 
ever be a Diſgrace to your Worthy Family. Lou 
have hitherto given us great Hopes of ſeeing: 
your Father again alive in you. I beſeech God 
of his infinite Merey to preſeryve you. in all Vir». 
tue and Goodneſs, and to make you a Great and 
Glorious Inſtrument of doing good here on Earth. 
Having told you that Religion is the greateſt 
Wiſdom, or, as the wiſe Man ſpeals, tbe Begin- 
ing of Piſdem x I muſt no tell you that the 
beginning of all Religion is the Acknowledgment 
of God, the owning. of a Supreme Power who: 
made us and every Thing that has been made 
from the beginning of the World, out of nothing. 
This great and fundamental Truth muſt be 
neceſſarily well eftabliſh'd in us before we can 
come to any ſuch Thing as Religion. For, as 
the Apoſtle tells us, He that cometh to God muff 
believe that He is. Lou cannot therefore better 
imploy your Time than in reading ſuch Trea- 
8 55 as ſerve tq make out this weighty Truth. 
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PREFACE 


DEN 2 wrote this Poem 1 defy 


a Book . — who Hes not Fixedneſo and Jo- 
lidity: enough to confuder the many excellent Treati- 
ſes. on, this Suljet in Proſe. And. thezefoxe I 


did intend to make uſe of common and obvious 


Arguments, thereby to make each Article as cher 
and plain. as poſſibly I could. 

But e with wy. [elf that this would be 
a Work of Time, and woultkrequire great Learn 


ing and Induſt . 1 begs to deſpair. of ever cam 
Paſſng it, and therefore reſolvid to. et this Poem 
come out into the World by. it ſilf, and um its 
Fortune. 

| T think I need not make any Apoltgy for print- 
ing a Diſcourſe on this Subject. For if ever any 
thing of this Nature was neceſſary, it is certainly 


fo now, when Men are arrivd to that Pitch of 
| Impugence and Prophaneneſs, that they think it a 


piece 


AE 
The PREFACE, 
| pitee of Wit to deny the Being of a God, and 20 


ere - 


laugh at that which they cannot argue againſt : 
Or at leaſt, when Men live at ſuch a Iicentious 
rate, that we may eaſily ſee they are like the 
Pſalmiſt's Fool, and ſay in their Hearts, There 
is no God. 

1 am therefore well ſatisfy'd that I made Choice 
of a very good Subject; I only wiſh the Poem may 
be found worthy of it, and  frong. enough, to de- 
fend ſo important a Truth. 10 5 

Many Reaſons I have for the publiſping 1 it, 
which I think it may not be improper here to mention. 

The firſt is this, That there are many Copies of 
it gone abroad which are in danger of being ſent 
to the Preſs uncorrefted. | 

The ſecond is, Becauſe I know. athing of thisNa- 
ture extant in our Engliſh Tongue, I mean 10 
particular Poem purpoſely wrote on this Subject. 
y laſt and main Reaſon is, Becauſe ſome judi- 
cious Men have thought it not altogether unfit to 
do ſome good in the World, _ N 

If it be well accepted of, and has its defend x 
E Fed, I may perbaps be encourag'd to publiſh. 
ſomething elſe of the ſame Nature. In the mean 
while, ll I ſee what Fortune it has, | 


Adieu. 
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Who is and was from all Eternity; 


Others more civilly a God diſp ute, 
Till by diſputing they themſelves conſute; 
A Third fort own they do a God believe, 
But at ſuch random Rates and Methods live, 
That by their Praftice they a God defye, 
And by their Actions give their Tongues the Lye + 
Since theſe, I ſay, ſo numerous are grown, 
And fill the Court, the Country, and the Town, 
My pious Muſe inſpir d with Holy Rage 
Theſe dreadful_Monſters ſingly ſhall engage: 
And, as of old the little Soh of 7% 
A mighty Giant did in Fight ſuppre6, ö 
Strengthen'd by God whoſe Armour then he wore, 
And whoſe juſt Cayſe upon his Sword he bore ; - 
2111 1 So, 


2 An Anatom y if Atheiſm. 


So, by the help of that Divinity _ 
Whom I affert, they fooliſhly deny; 
Their Errors I ſo fully ſhall refute 
That I ſhall leave them anſwerleſs and mute. 
den And, firſt, for him that raſhly does diſown 
confi The Being of the bleſs'd Eternal one; 
The Let him but tell me whence the World began, 
of the Who made that lovely, lordly Creature Man; 
fo Let him around him gently caſt his Eyes, 
And gueſs who made the Earth, the Seas, * 
Skies. "a 
Tie If he be one of that miſguided Tribe | 
no: Which to blind OR all theſe Works 
afcribe'z 5 
Let him the Beauties of this Globe ber, 
The juſt Vieiſſitudes of Night and Day, 
The conſtant Motion of the Moon and Sun 
Which in juſt Order do their Races run; 
Let him confider his own wondrous Make, 
And, for a Time, himſelf to Pieces take: 
Then ſee how ev'ry Fibre, Vein and Nerve, 
Does to its proper Ends and Uſes ferve, 
How all we eat, and drink, and take for Food, 
Diſſolves to Chyle and mingles with the Blood. 
If all this Leſſon fill Nall prove in vain, 
And he his firſt dull Maxim will maintain; 
4 That 
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That Aion moving in à Heedlefs 5 ace el 
Lieapt into this harmonious Form by Chance: 1 
Then let him thy # beautedus Edifice * e 

25 1 
That Letters in a Big” together 2 2 1 


Will make an uniform, ingenious ; 
Or that bare Bat and Seat wi hung in int " 
bu] 220 ne ct Age 

The Works of Chance Ts oy another Dae 
And; Ike their Cauſe irregular and blind, 
Without” Intention and without Delizn, 
And far from being beautiful or fine. 


"> 
— 


Since then the Workranfhip we plainly fee, I + 


We muſt infer there "muſt a Worker be: 


Thus by the Art the Artiſt we en, "A, os 


And by the Creature find the Deity. © © 


And Gince the World at firſt was wade too fair, 
Too eiirious, excellent and regulat* 

To be che Work of blind Contingency,” © 

| To what new Covert'muft the Atheift 557 


The World's Eternity he next muſt take "a 
For his laft Refige'and his fureſt Stakez— wes 
And by denying that the World was made, ah 


Or that by Art it was in Order laid, 
He thinks to ward off the Neceſſity 
Of £ aptroducing here a Deity, 

B 2 


_ l 
18 „ 
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Woke, boundleſs Pow? r, and all-cont: -eontriving. 


- Thought, 1 22143 on 2955 
This lovely F abrick t to \ Perfeftion brought. 
But here, inſtead of wiping off the Sten. 
He's plung d in deeper, than he was before. | 
For, far from. , owning, its Eternity, i 
Well ſhew the World. in its firſt Infancy, | 
Andas through various Turns and Windings 05 
We trace the River to the Fquatain-head ; 
So going, backwards ſtill from Man to Wr. | 
Well find A Time when He at: firſt began, 
vis Moſt People own it not fix thoyland Lear 
208 Since firſt this beauteoug Fabrick did en: 2 
the Egyptian Priclts held a much longer Date, 
pare "And reckgn'd at a very diff rent Rate, 
h Rut they, alas1. were full of Forgeries, En 
And fam d for nought but Impudence . 
ng Chaldeans. too made their unjuſt Account 
Jane Beyond the. Number of. gur Cent ries mou, 
— t- told ſuch groſs Improhabilities, . 
That wiſeſt Men them and their Cheats Ft 
- 7 Moſes alone the Sacred Truth did _ 
And the World's Age with Faithfulneſs * 
Believ d by all but ſuch as Want of Senſe, 
Or obſtinate and hard ned en Impodence, 4. 


c | Sy 5 mern : 
| Has 


An Anatomy, of Atheiſm. 
Has blinded with ſo thick a Milt of Night, ”- 


That they ſhall-never more behold the Light. 
On his Account however I rely, 1 U «nh 
As an eraſt, impartial Hiftory, = 
Becauſe Tradition does its Faith hs - 

And vith one common: Voice tpi pure. 
Here may each Man, as in'a Mirrour, "fee | 
His firſt Extraction, and his I" 4 
And ſind his wiſh/d-for Genealogy. . 
Thus:-then we come to our (O — 
And to the God and Father of us all. 

But, ſince the Atheiſ does this Bod difown, 
He muſt have other Proof, or he has none. 
And though our Reaſon makes it clear and plain, 
This Book does nothing but the Truth contain, 
Wrote by a Man, whoſe juſt Integrity 
Forbids us to ſuſpect he'd write a Lye, 

Or tell thoſe Things, - with Confidence; as true, 
Which he perhaps might fancy, never knew ; 3 
Yet againſt Moſes he will ſtill exclaim * 
And call his Story a phantaſtick Dream. 

If then there was a World, as ſome contend, 
Which never did begin, and ne're will end, - 
Let them the Records of this World unfold, 
In which its mighty Actions are enroll d, 


on 4” eAeIRArnN YO —— 
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Doubtleſs, faith he, Ame ee of 


An dry: of Abele. 


And ſhew, before the Time of our Creation, | 
One Kingdom, AU W or 
Nation, ror moz fe. ail 14 
One Language, Science; Art or Mya, 
Whoſe firſt Original we cant deſary. L 9912899! 
But here the Atbriſt leaves e e * 


F * * 


| And bids, us ſeek. for an unheard of Land, 


Without a Guide to tell the certain Way, © 
And keep falſe Lights from leading us aſtray. 


yore, * ache ba 
Of Histories and Nan 3 aan | 
But theſe to Earthquakes, Floods, and Du 
More frequent Fires, — ere 
Became. à dire inevitable Prey, 
And with their , e as. 
away. | 

Was hes ptr: dock: 2. a ar Flac, 
So ſwift and fierce as not to eee 
So gen' ral, and ſo full of Crueit 77 
As to run, 11 
If fo, the World was to begin again, 
And that's the es A bt 
If not, tis ſtrauge Tradition ſhould not cell 
Thoſe Wonders which our Anceſtors befell. . 


They 


os Anatomy of Atherſms. 7 

They who ſarviv'd this ſad Cataſtrophe's 

Told them, no doubt, to their Poltericiesz 

And thus the Hiſtory! at firſt begun 

Muſt through the Line of long Succeſſion run. 

| Suppoſing then what Story did relate | 

In careful Writing, ſubject was to Fate, 

Oral Tradition could not wholly fail, 

Unlefſs'it had been ſtopt by Miracle; | 

Some glim' rings ſure we of this World ſhould 

ſee 2255 

Thro' the dark Vale of long Antiquity; 

Some Tidings of mat World we neods mn 

| have, 1 

Which fell almoſt at once into its 8 

At leaſt fore Rite or Cuſtom would remain 

To prove that Men have before Adam been: 

Since all theſe Things are 2 let's con- 
clude, 

That Alam is our Sire, and we his Hood; 

And on Nis Perfon we with eaſe ſhall ſe - 

The plain Impreſſions of a Deity. 

Beſides, as wiſe Larrerius well obſerves, 7:4. 
The berg to his own Oonvittion ſerves, kee 
Fot alt his Farthquakes, Floods, and Deluges, 
Prove-only that the Werkd corrvgtine is; 


And 
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And fince it is decay'd, and waſtes rn faſt, 

This plainly ſhews it has not long to laft, 
Immortal Things immortal Beauty hold, 
Unchang'd, and ſure of never growing, old; 
Whereas the World does almoſt ev'iry Day _ 
Give us, freſh Inſtances of its Decay: 

Unhappy Naples more than half o deen 
This diſmal Truth unwillingly muſt own: 

And Atna's Flames ſhew by their conſtant 

Rage | 

The World is come into her lateſt Age. | 
Nothing from Ruin can her Fabrick ſave, , 
But nodding now ſhe bends tow'rds her Eternal 


Grave. 
Thus does the World moſt evidently prove 


The Being of that God who ſits above; 
For ſince from various Reaſons we infer 
The World's Nativity as plain and clear, 
By Reaſon caſt, the Atbeiſis quit the Field, 
And that the World is not Eternal yield. 
If not Eternal, then it once was made 
If made, it certainly a Maker had. 
Now all Men this muſt for an Axiom take, 
That nothing can it ſelf produce or make; 
For that this Contradiction would imply, 
At the ſame Time to be and not to be. 
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Some 
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Some outward Cauſe we therefore muſt explore 
2 

Either of Chance, or an Eternal Pow” l 

The World's too well Proportion'd and de- 

.f ign d, 

1 be the War of Chance, 3 and 

(30 8 her Maker the alone Wil own, 

And throws, he Ti her ſelf at his Almighty The, _ 


© Nor does the \ World 0 2 hartnohious Mira- 


e +4 A = cles 4 
Frame _—_ = 

| . Proj l 

The Being ok a God alone HUH; | wp io 
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Wh A 40 es, by. his wonder-workig Rod, | 
Giyes us another Proof there f is a God, Fl 
And each Effect furpaſſi ing Nature 8 Laws, 
Bids us lock out for a ſuperiour Cauſe : 
In vain Philoſophers their Wiſdom try, | 
And ſtretch poor Nature to Sa - 
Ton make her folye each wond' rotis Mptery: 
To Na ature” I Maſter they muſt often go, 
II of Effects they would the Cauſes know. 
How ſtrangely t muſt the Atbeiſt look to ſee 
The Fire renounce its burning Qualit) 77? 
And Things which nat'rally increaſe its Rage, 
Calmi its fierce Scorchings, and its Heat aſſwage 
Vet thus! its Nature did the Fire forego, a 1 Leo | 
Fe or Shadrach, Xx gr" and Airug, e 4 chap. 3 
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* vain the Tyrant did gi! 8 chreat, A 
b And ſey'n times oy re his Aubboin Forte 


| heat : { 41 
Safe in the midſt 0 — F lames the N 
ſtood, os 2 7 


And cool as Summer * from the Wood. 
— What Pow'r of Nature can transform a "Et664 
=g 7: OF Cryſtal Waters i into Scarlet Blood ? =: 
Or 1 the Sea without its Motion Rand, 


The Pow'r r of God above, hy 4 hos Yu 
What Strength, of. Art can quic cken and reliore 
A Man when dead, to, what he was before? wy 


_=_ 


Infuſe new Life into his frozen Veins, 157 
And a new Soul to his forſaken Brains? A 3 
Yet. this did our all: pow ful Malter = 8 7 
Who rais'd from Death himſelf and others too. 
Can Nature ſay, Awake ye Dead, a ariſe, © 1 
Shake off your Sleep, liſt vp your Arowly'Eyes :; 
I will again once more your Corps inſpire, 
Kindle your. Breath with my. enliy” ning Pie, 
And give your Soul back to its ancie ent Friend, 
Tour Soul, which, when I pleaſe, I take or lend 
No, ſhe with Modeſty withdraws her Head, 


And challenges no Pow'r to raiſe the Dea; | 
ut 


An wp ef Abel 


But owng de has a Lord whoſe awful Say 
She muſt not, cannot, dares not diſobey, 4 
When he commands ſhe leaves her wonted Way. 
: He makes the W. Earth, and Air, and 
Fire, 
When he ſees fit, 0 themblun conſpire. 
Makes Liags, thaugh by Nature fierce and wild, &. 
Fearful and gentle as 4 neu- born Child; . 
He makes the tender Lambs ſecurely ſeep, 
Whul hungry. Tygers do the Sheep-folds keep 
Let him but ſpeak, and Nature ſtops her Courſe, 
Abates her Pace, and flackens all her Force. 
At his Command the Sun and Moon ſtand il ge 
And give his gervants Light their Foes to kill. 
A Word from him makes the Clouds ceaſe to. 
—_— — 
Another Word makes chem diſil again. 


olhua 
ch. 10. 


Tho' Nature ſaith our Noons are n. J Ain 
bright, e 


Yet let him ſpeak, and, chr thall be 1 5 
Licht. 

But Day ic Glf Gal be trausform'd to Nighe.| 
Thus does each Miracle in Letters plain, 
And at a mighty Diſtance to be ſeen, | 
She the great Name of Nature's ſacred Lak 

By us with Love and Reyerence ador d. 
: C 2 To 


A. Anatom 7 of Ades „ 


To him the Atbeiſt muſt his Tribute give, 
From whom alone he borrows Leave to live. 
His Being ſure he can no more den, 
Of which ſo many Wonders teiti fp. 
The Miracles ſtand fix'd in Hiſtory, 
Stamp'd by Traditional Authority,” 8 
To which no Man of Senſe will give the Lie. 
The Credit of the World is much too ſtrong, 
To be beat down by any fingle Tongue. 
The Facts he therefore cannot well diſown, 
Unleſs he has reſoly'd to credit none | 
But what he ſees, to believe nothing told, 
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I! - Or think no Truth but what his Eyes behold 
4 If not the Facts, we take our Strength from 
5 thence, 1 


| And thus we argue for our 8 
il | If Works are done which Nature's Pow'r ex 
[| ceed, 
i | We in ſome higher Pow'r theſe wond'r rous 

| | Works muſt read. 

"i Gifts The Gifts of Prophecy as plainly W 

1 N There muſt be one to whom thoſe Gifts we owe 

£2 Man's Knowledge is too ſhallow to foreſee. 

8 What ſhall to Morrow or the next Day be; 
N uch more to tell a thouſand” Years Beens, 


Which all depend on future Accidents, 


And 


my Arbeiſm.. 13 
And lay choſe Things before us, bright and clear, 
And juſt as if they were already here, 11 | 
Which ſhall not come to pass, till diſtant FRIES 1 
Shifts Scenes, and a new e e the. 

| Seger” | 

Yet thus of old did Abraham forerell' I 
That his poor Off-ſpring ſhould in Ægypt dwellj 
And for the Space of many a tedious Year, 
The toilſome Yoak of cruel Pharaoh bear. 
Exactly did the ſad Event agree 1 
With what had been foretold in Piophcry.”- 
Thus was Fo/ia}'s Birth and Reign of old, = Kip, 
Some hundred Years before they came foretold. * 
And thus //ajah told, as he foreſaw, ” aan 
That Cyrus to the Perfians ſhould give Law; OY 
That by his mighty Arm the Jews ſhould riſe, 
And, tho' then Slaves, ſubdue their Enemies. 
And, that the Matter might be-free from doubt» 
By Name he mark'd this glorious Monarch out 
Thus all the Prophets did preſignify 
The Bleſſed Jeſus his Nativity, 
And laid each Circumſtance ſo nicely down, 
That by the Character the God was known. 

If all theſe Prophecies are not fulfilld, 
We are content with Shame to quit the Field; 


But 


— are, eee 


Some vobler Por they then of: courle muſt 


The /theifi- muſt bo dama'd nt, 3M 


The Pow'r of an al-knowing Days... 
Who looks with Eaſe into F uturity, 


For tliey ho ſlut their Eyes, and will not ſeo 4 


No Merey muſt expect, or Pity pray, 
n 


day. 
Man thay unttb il dt con hore a Ses * 
To ſee Things future, ſown in depth of Night» 


; grant, 


jo Which does no Meaſure of F 3 want 


This Pow'r is God; whom raſhly they deny, 


They how not upon what Account, or why. 


But ſome perhaps will call for Inſtances 
Out of Prophane and Common Hiſtories, 
Tho' wichout Reaſon they this Favour: as, 
Yet I would willingly accept the Ta. 
And here the ancient Oracles afford 
A thouſand Prophecies; which Word for Word 
Exactiy were accompliſh'd and reveal d, 

So clearly that they muſt not be canceal'd, _ 
Some were indeed told in a doubtful Way, 
But others clear as Sun-flune at Mid-day : 


Such 


Such was — ed Uechte, 
That Tyyur Aibtdld The Fytions beat in War z Fade 


— 


Such Yar #hith e614 it could ce N 8 r. 

Of Xeriefs Naty to de bat at Sen, T 

When an Things prints” cheque and 
Before the Bar then Iet the e Keel, 


And tike * Convittion from his own Are 0 
No more Evaſions "can. he hope "ona," 
But he mai fe; o of Muft "eonfis HEY viide© 
F or, as when Light "wol't iter through'theEyes, 
We ſtrait conclude che Organs are Ams: 
So, if our 4. heiſt. ſtill will perſevere,” 
Ad eber Truck SOR Real ber, 
We muſt Fpnclude 1 his Soul ſo full ef Sin, 


That the can't, let her proper Objeft i. 292 
"Once n more "Tl try If kd 4 "Enllels Nock, 
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Fixt, and bamoy d, be Yi ind another Shock; 
Pl ply him, but with; one. more . 
rerfal Ju e ad Conſen 15 ot 


From univerſal Jus 


Ad. if f.this. fi ils to work upon! his 


It is ' becauſe his Facultics are foo” rl K 1 
Let us Krvey the, Univerſe, 1 „ * 
And | ſearch each N Took whers Men. _"_ bed 
8 found; 4 ” 
No Nation tha we meet in n All bur Tour > : 
That does not Tome Divinity Addre > 2 


| of 


16 ta Aue; J Abele 
Of this Divinity, which all beliere, 


1 
- 


Too'few. there are that do aright ehre, wg 

| Yet with one Voice they all agree in ae, 22 f 
5 God is, altho they know not what he is. 109 
Some attribute a God: head to the 5 1 


Others, wich equal Honours crown th 17 oon; 
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Some to a Monkey with Devotion Pom, 8 
Others religiouſly adore a Com, 3 8 
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And by their miſplac 42 Zeal they tl Lgres 10 
T'th? gen'ral Notion of a Deity. — 
Great Part o'th? World S Cole; - 


But no Brag ever 7 profefwd that there were 
none. 1 
See chen our Atheif all the World oppoſe, ſ,. 
And, like Drawcanfr, make all Men his Foe oes, 
See with what ſawey Pride he does pretend 
His wiſer Fathers Notians to amend, 1 5 4 
Huffs Plutarch, Plato, Flim. Seneca, A a3 2 g 
And bids ern Cicero bimſelf give way;... 7 
Tells all the World they follow a falſe Light, 
And he alone of all Mankind is right. = 
Thus, like a Madman who when all alone 
Thinks himſelf King, and ey ry Chair a Throne, 


Drunk with 18 and foohſh does, 
But 


17 


But ſoon wy Ran nn che Ground be: 
bdteugbt, 

If he'd allow” RG Thought. 
For let hie but eonſider well within 
From whence this gen' ral Notibn did begin, 
Who was irs Author, from what Hint it came, 
And our conceited Bally will grow tame. 
This Notion then was either firſt-embrac'd, 
Becauſe by Nature on our Hearts impreſ d: 
Or elſe, becuuſt a nat ral Tendency | -OÞ 
Perſuades us to believe a Deity z ' 
So that whenever any Man we hear 
The Being of an all-wiſe God aver, 
This Truth with as much Eagerneſ we own, 
As ſoon as firft diſcover d and made known, 
As do the Eyes, whoſe Organs are arighht, 
Sock in the Beams of the clear ſhining 1 
Or, thirdly, we from Reaſoms ſacred Law, 
This Inference moſt evidently draw, 
And, with St. Paul, from Things created prove 
The Being of that God who fits above: 
Or, laſtly, this was from Tradition brought, 
And by our Fathers to their Children taught. / 

If, in our Search, we ſhalt by Nature find 
This Principle ingraſted on the Minde. 
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An Anatomy of Atheiſm. 


Its Truth of Conſequence we muſt allow. 
For Nature s Principles are always true; 
Her ſteady Light can never go aſtray, r, 
But leads us to one right . 0 
Or if the Soul is by its Nature bent 
At the firſt Sight, to give its free Aſſent 
To this Aſſertion, that a God muſt be, 
And has been always from Eternity ; 
The ſelf ſame Evidence will ſtill remain, 
To make the Matter beyond Queſtign plain. 
Man's Soul is fram'd by nat'ral Appetite, - 
In Truth and Reaſon's Dictates to ee 
If then our Souls, unprejudic'd and free, 
Do of themſelves to this great Truth 880 
With Reaſon argue and confeſs we muſt :. ö 
Their Judgment's equal, and their Verdi@sjuſt; ? 
But if our Reaſon does this Truth evince- // 
The Atheift never more muſt make Pretence, C 
Evn to the loweſt Pitch of common Senſe, - )* 
Mens Company he muſt of courſe: forſake, |: 
And ſenſleſs Brutes for his dear Comrades take. 
If from Tradition we this Truth receiy'd, -/ : 
Which all our wiſeſt Anceſtors <A ifs 
Into the fame Diſpute again we fal! 1 
About its Riſe and firſt Original. 117 


An Anatom) of Atheiſm. 
How catne ir firſt to him who did begin 
To broach it to the World, and let it in? 
Nothing but an all-pow'rful, ruling Hand, 
Mens Hearts and Mouths can equally command. 
To Adam firſt God did himſelf unfold, 
He to his Children all his Knowledge told : 
Thus Faith by Reaſon ftrength'ned does obtain, 
And through the World without Reſiſtance 
5 8 
See then a Cloud of Witneſſes appear ! 


For the whole World bears Teſtimony here. 


See how all Nations in full Conſort crowd, 

And with one Voice cry out 4 God aloud. 

Before theſe let the Atbeiſt ſhew his Head, 

And hear his diſmal Accuſation read; 

His fatal Crime is of the deepeſt Dye, 

*Tis Treaſon *gainſt the higheſt Majeſty. 

His Lord and Maker he denies to own, 

And rudely kicks againſt his Sov'raign's Throne 

Through all the Bonds of Tg and Nature 
| breaks, 

Nay, his own Reaſon and himſelf forſakes. 


Puff'd up with Pride and ſawey Impudence, 
He denies Things moſt evident to Senſe. 
And, as old Zeno Motion did diſpute, 

Per 1 walking did himſelf confute; 
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The 


Second. 


So he, although be ev'ry where deſeries 
Things made, a Maker fooliſhly. denies, ICE 3 
The Accuſation read, the Tryal's done, 
His Guilt's as plain as is the Noon-day Sun. 
There's not one Man in Court wy a * 
2 Hh cry, p 5 
The Treaſon's clear, oh let tho Tadel | 
To Sentence then ye juſtly may proceed, 
And make the obſtinate rebellious bleed. | 
In Lakes of Brimſtone muſt our Arheiſt dwell, 
Plung'd to the bottom of the hotteſt Hell, 
Where no Day enters, where no Sun appears, 
And the fad Place with its byight n 
chears; ö 
There he to all Eternity muſt * | 
In Pangs of Death, but yet muſt never die; | 
Doom'd by that Pow'r, whom he too late * 
know., 
To neyer-ceaſing Pains, and everlaſting 3 
Nor will their Guilt or Puniſhment be leſs, 


Sors of Who Scepticks i in the Caſe themſelves profeſs, 


en, Who think the Caſe ſome Scruples may admit, 


Con 


ſued. And ſo ſuſpend their F aith and. Thoughts of it. 


We haye no Medium left for doubting F dols, 
No Caſtles in the Air for aides Souls. 
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Wing'd 


An Anatomy ef Atherſts. 
Wing'd with Belief of a Divinity, - - 
Our happy Souls ſhall ta his Manſion fly: 
But Disbelief, and Scepticiſ is 6, 
Will Soul and Body into Ruin throw," 

Beſides, in doubtful Cafes we deride 
That Man who will not ehuſt the ſureſt Side; 
Prudence commands vs with a cautious Care, 
Againſt the worſt can happen to prepare; 

And names thoſe Men alone diſcreet and wiſe, - 
Who chuſt their Road where certain Safety lies, 

For onee then, let the Cafe for doubtful £0 
Whether there be a Deity or no, | 
Till after Death the Point muſt needs remain 
Unſolv'd, and Death alone can make it plain. 
A wiſe Man therefore would believe it here, 
That after Death he may no Danger fear. 

Our Faith is purchas'd at no mighty Coſt, 
And we ſhall ſleep ſecurely if tis loſt. 
But if the fad Event ſhall prove a God, 
Then will the Disbeliever feel his Rod. 

Why then will Men their Wiſdom thus betray, 

And by their Folly caſt themſelves away ? 

In Things of leſſer Moment and Cancern, 

They can with eaſe the ſafeſt Way diſcern ; 

But when th immortal Soul is made the Stake, 
With what Contentednels the Fools miſtake! 
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If we on Roads of War and Danger go, 
And are not ſure but-we may meet our Foe, 
| Wiſely we arm againſt the worſt Event, 
Leſt made his Slaves we ſhould too late repent; 


This differs from our Caſe in Terms and Name, I 


* 


But in reality is juſt the ſame. 
Relief of God our Souls ſecurely arms, 
And makes them Proof againſt all future Harms 
But if unarm'd we venture to appear, 
And fd a God, *twill coſt us very dear. 
Darkneſs and Horror, Pain and Miſery 
Will be our Doom to all Eternity. 
Belief like Weapons we about us bear, | 
To guard our ſelves from Danger and from Fear. 
Thus arm'd, we hope to find a God at laſt, 
After a Life in Peace and Quiet paſt;' 
If we ſucceed, as there's no doubt we ſhall, 
We fave our Ruin and Eternal Fall; 
If not, the worſt Event that we can have, 
Is to lye ſenſleſs in the filent Grave. 


Tre, For the Third Sort, who by their Lives de- 


_— 
Set. That God, whom they for Faſkion's e will 


Wy own, 


Theſe do more Miſchief in the Wotldthanthoſe 
Who da with open Fw orce a God oppaſe; | 


* . 
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ü * Þ 7 Bo e een e 
Sou! Men, with fatal Prejudices, bid, 
Seek for a Deity they cannot find, 
And this is ſome, though but a bad Excuſe, yi 
And no way fit for Men of Senſe to, uſe,.. 


But they; who in. their. ſinſul Courſes- ON a 


And yet proteſt they do a God believe, 
Speak. Contradiftions, and muſt; either 1 if 
That God will at their Sin and -Lzwaneſs,wink 3 
(Which plainly ens their Thoughts are much 
el ES 

And that they had as good not. own God 19 
Or elſe they only play the Hypocrite, 
And only ſay they do believe aright 3 
But in their Hearts they ſaweily defy 
The Pow'r and Juſtice of a Deity. 

Of all the Three, then, our laſt Spark 16 
worſt, 4 
And conſequently will be moſt: accurſt, 
For him the Flames of Hell, if i it can be, 
Shall ſtill be rais'd to a more quick Degree, 
As a Reward for his Hypoctiſy | 
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